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Leadership Academy targets emerging talent across Illinois communities  
 

CHICAGO –June 20, 2013—The Illinois Latino Nonprofit Leadership Academy continues to bolster community-
based organizations to advocate for equity while encouraging grassroots civic engagement. Recognizing that 
Latino leadership is more important than ever, the Academy kicks off Year 6 this August with 26 participants 
from 14 Illinois-based Latino-serving nonprofits.   
 
This year’s emphasis gives emerging leaders the opportunity to enhance their knowledge and skills to better 
contribute to the development of their communities.  As a part of an intensive nine-month program, the 
Academy provides a series of leadership workshops, on-site consulting, mentoring and coaching for those 
selected. 
 
“We all have the ability to make a difference and that difference is made with collective action,” said Cristina 
Pacione-Zayas, Year 5 graduate and education director at Latino Policy Forum. “It’s important that leaders see 
that their skills, talents and background are really powerful and can be transformative for our communities.”   
 
Year 6 participants will join a growing alumni network of 125 leaders throughout Illinois. Participating 
organizations serve the City of Chicago, the northern and southern suburbs and the state of Illinois: 

 
 Brighton Park Neighborhood Council, Southwest Chicago 

 Corazon Community Services, Cicero 

 El Hogar del Niño, Pilsen/Little Village 

 Family Focus, Inc., Highwood 

 Instituto Del Progreso Latino, Chicago 

 La Casa Norte, Humboldt Park 
 Latino Policy Forum, Chicago 

 Logan Square Neighborhood Association 

 Latin United Community Housing Association 

 Morton College, Cicero 

 Northwest Side Housing Center (NWSHC)  
 PASO West Suburban Action Project 

 Rush Alzheimer's Disease Center 
 Southwest Suburban Immigrant Project, Bolingbrook 

 
Applications for Year 7 of the Academy will be available next spring. 

 
About the Latino Policy Forum: The Latino Policy Forum is the only organization in the Chicago area that 
facilitates the involvement of Latinos at all levels of public decision-making. The Forum conducts analysis to 
inform, influence and lead. Its goals are to improve education outcomes, advocate for affordable housing, 
promote just immigration policies, and engage diverse sectors of the community, with an understanding that 
advancing Latinos advances a shared future. For more information, visit  www.latinopolicyforum.org. 
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