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Illinois Latino Nonprofit Leadership Academy’s largest cohort graduates June 4 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel to deliver keynote speech  

 

INTERVIEWS: Media must check in by 3:15 p.m. Keynote speaker Mayor Rahm Emanuel is expected to 
deliver his remarks at 4:00 p.m. at Bank of America, 135 S. LaSalle St., 43rd Floor, Chicago, IL 60604. 
For more information contact Adriana Díaz, 312-860-5120, adiaz@latinopolicyforum.org  

 
Chicago — June 3, 2014 — With the culmination of its fifth year, the Illinois Latino Nonprofit Leadership 
Academy, an initiative of the Latino Policy Forum, is proud to announce the graduation of its largest cohort in 
program history.  The 32 graduates represent a diverse and interdisciplinary group of Illinois nonprofits.   
 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel will deliver a keynote address celebrating the collective strengths of Year 5 participants 
and their service to the Chicago community. 
 
“Congratulations to the graduates of the Illinois Latino Nonprofit Leadership Academy whose efforts build up 
our communities and build up the American Dream in our city,” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel.  “As Chicago’s 
Latino community grows, so will their role in shaping the future of our city.”   
  
Participating organizations serve the Chicago area, northern and southern suburbs, and other regions of 

Illinois.  Collectively they employ more than 460 full-time employees, 1,000 total staff and 1,800 volunteers, 

and have provided more than 375 years of service to their communities. 

 
“Investing in leadership as a whole is critical, Latino leadership is inclined to be a shared leadership, with many 
individuals standing together,” said Sylvia Puente, the Forum’s executive director.  
 

Participants were selected from a competitive pool of Latino-led, Latino-serving organizations by a panel of 
past Academy participants, stakeholders and funders, based on their organizational mission and ability to both 
contribute to and benefit from Academy activities. All participants completed a series of three 3-day retreat 
sessions and benefitted from one-on-one consulting and mentoring. 
 
For an interactive map and list of all Year 5 organizations click here.   
 
The Forum is also grateful for funding support from The Allstate Foundation, American Express, The Boeing 
Company, the Chicago Community Trust, and to Bank of America and Sodexo for sponsoring the event.   
 
About the Latino Policy Forum 
The Latino Policy Forum is the only organization in the Chicago area that facilitates the involvement of Latinos 
at all levels of public decision-making. The Forum conducts analysis to inform, influence and lead. Its goals are 
to improve education outcomes, advocate for affortable housing, promote just immigration policies, and 
engage diverse sectors of the community, with an understanding that advancing Latinos advances a shared 
future. For more information visit www.latinopolicyforum.org 
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