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Who We Are 

 

 Increasing access and 
improving quality in early 
childhood education 

 Affordable housing 

 Just immigration reform 

 Build community leadership 

 Advancing Latinos advances a 
shared future 
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Objectives  

We will discuss the following: 

 Key questions for school districts 

 Presidential executive orders 

 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

 DACA under new administration 

 Accessing post-secondary resources 

 Supporting immigrant students and families 

 Mental health support 

 Know Your Rights – Emergency Planning 
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Questions to Consider 

Are public elementary and secondary schools required to educate 
undocumented children?  

 Yes. The U.S. Supreme Court decided in 1982 in Plyler v. Doe that 
undocumented children have a constitutional right to receive a 
free public K-12 education.  

 

Must, may, or should a school district report an undocumented 
student to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)? 

 No federal law requires school districts to report undocumented 
students to immigration authorities and arguably school districts 
are prohibited from reporting them under Plyler v. Doe.  

 

Source: National School Boards Association (NSBA) and National Education Association (NEA). “Legal Issues for School Districts Related to 
the Education of Undocumented Children.” Available at http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/HE/09undocumentedchildren.pdf 
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Questions to Consider 

Does a school district have to provide ICE information contained in 
student records about undocumented students? 

 The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) generally 
prohibits school districts from providing third parties such as ICE 
information about students contained in student records. 

 

Does a school district have to allow ICE agents to interview students 
at school? 

 In some circumstances, a school district may have to allow ICE 
agents to interview students at school, but ICE’s policy is to 
generally avoid enforcement actions on school grounds. 

 

Source: National School Boards Association (NSBA) and National Education Association (NEA). “Legal Issues for School Districts Related to 
the Education of Undocumented Children.” Available at http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/HE/09undocumentedchildren.pdf 
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Uncertain Future of DACA 
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Rick Loomis / Los Angeles Times 



Recommendations 

First time DACA applicant? 

 Recommended to NOT 
apply at this time 

 Risk of being exposed to 
federal gov’t for first time 
and losing application fee 

 Obtain legal assessment  

If you currently have DACA 

 Recommended to renew 
as soon as possible 

 Regardless if your renewal 
is recent or not 

 Could provide added time 
for deferral from 
deportation 

 Obtain legal assessment   
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Immigration Executive 
Orders under Trump 

‘Border Security’ 

 Calls for funds to build border 
wall – 700 miles already exist 

 More immigration judges to 
the border 

 Expands expedited removal 

 5,000 new Customs and 
Border Patrol agents 

 

 

 

‘Interior Security’ 

 Expands definition of who is 
deportable 

 Calls for 287(g) program 

 Sanctuary’/Welcoming cities 
could lose federal funding 

 Secure Communities program  

 10,000 new ICE agents 
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Know Your Rights 

Regardless of your immigration status, you have the right to: 

 Remain silent – Show your Know Your Rights card!  

 Speak with and be represented by an attorney 

 Immigration court: At your own expense 

 Request a local telephone call 

 Memorize phone numbers of family/friends with legal status 

 Preferably someone who knows or has your Emergency Plan 

 Contact your consulate – list of consulates and contact info 
is available at detention centers 

 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-involved/know-your-
rights-and-organize 
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Know Your Rights – 
What To Do 

If you are in contact with law enforcement agents: 
 Give your name and birthdate: You are not required to give this 

information, but it may be helpful if family members are trying to 
find you if you’re in custody. You do not need to answer any 
further questions. 

 Memorize your ID numbers: Jail ID#, 9-digit A-number – this will 
help your attorney or family locate you 

 Ask to speak to an attorney: You have the right to an attorney. 
Disclose your immigration status ONLY to your attorney/public 
defender. 

 
Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
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Know Your Rights – 
What NOT To Do 

 DON’T LIE. Tell law enforcement agents you want to 
remain silent. Don’t give explanation, excuses or stories. 

 NEVER claim to be a US citizen or LPR if you are not! 

 DON’T SIGN any document that you do not understand. 

 DON’T DISCUSS your citizenship or immigration status 
with anyone other than your attorney. 

 DON’T PROVIDE FALSE DOCUMENTS. Having false 
documents is a federal offense. 

 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
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If ICE Comes to Your Home 

 DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR – You are NOT required to 
open the door unless ICE has a warrant signed by a 
judge. Ask them to show the warrant – slide it under the 
door or hold it up to the window. 

 If they have a warrant signed by a judge: Do not resist, 
ask to speak with a lawyer 

 If they try to force your door open: Write down the 
agents badge numbers and license plates 

 
Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
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Sample Warrant Signed by a Judge 
 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
 



Sample Warrant Signed by a Judge (Cont’d) 
 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
 



Sample ICE Warrant  
 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
 



Sample ICE Warrant -Cont’d 
 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrants and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” available at http://www.icirr.org/about/get-
involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
 



Family Immigration 
Planning 

 Choose someone responsible to care for your children 

 Power of Attorney  

 Have a plan in writing & make sure your family knows it 

 What is your plan in case you are in detention/deported? 

 Have your documents ready and in a safe place 

 Passport, birth certificates, medical records 

 Carry with you a list of important phone numbers, 
including your closest consulate office 

 

Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); “Know Your Rights!” presentation PowerPoint, available at 
http://www.icirr.org/about/get-involved/know-your-rights-and-organize 
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Know Your Rights Card 
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Source: Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR); available at http://www.icirr.org/content/documents/KYR_card_2017.pdf 



• www.illinoisdreamfund.org 

• www.isac.org 

• www.scholarshipamerica.org 

• www.thedream.us  

• www.e4fc.org 

• www.icirr.org 

• www.bit.ly/1qx2pDe 

• www.theanheloproject.org 
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Mental Health and 
Other Support 

 1-855-HELP-MY-FAMILY 

 Crisis Text Line http://www.crisistextline.org   

 The Trevor Project http://www.thetrevorproject.org  

 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) and 
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 

 CARES Crisis Line, SASS Services – Illinois crisis mental health services 
program for children and adolescents 1-800-345-9049 (voice), 773-
523-4504 (TTY) and http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=64971  

 Crisis/Emergency Mental Health Providers across Illinois 
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=30893   

 Center on Halsted http://centeronhalsted.org 

 The Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights; 
www.youngcenter.org 
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Legal Assessment 

 www.adminrelief.org 

 www.ilisready.org 

 Avoid notary publics and “immigration consultants”: 

 IL Attorney General: 1-800-386-5438 
http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/consumers/immigration.html  

 National Immigrant Justice Center: 
https://www.immigrantjustice.org/how-avoid-immigration-fraud 

 Ensure legal assessment provided by representatives 
certified by Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) 
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Considerations 

 YES, undocumented students can apply, be 
admitted and attend college 

 Not eligible to receive federal or state aid 

 In IL, financial assistance will only come from 
institutional aid (when available), private funding, 
family/self-support  

 NEVER advise to use a false Social Security number 

 If an online application requires a SS#, fill in “000-00-
0000” 
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Contact 

 

 
Julián Lazalde – Civic Engagement Manager 

jlazalde@latinopolicyforum.org / (312) 376-1766 x231 
 
 
 
      
 

 

 

   

 

23 

Latino Policy Forum
   

@latinopolicy
   



This Work Is Made Possible 
Through the Generous Support Of 
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