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Background

The Latino Policy Forum 
facilitates the involvement of 
Latinos at all levels of public 

decision-making
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What We’re Doing to 
Shape Our Future

The Forum conducts analysis to:

Promote changes to public awareness 
& attitudes

Inform 

Promote policy change

Influence

Promote community-level change

Lead

3



What We’re Doing to 
Shape Our Future

The Forum’s goals are to:
l Improve education outcomes
l Advocate for affordable 

housing 
l Promote just immigration 

policies 
l Strengthen leadership

With an understanding that advancing Latinos 
advances a shared future.
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Illinois Population by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2016

In 2016, the number 
of Latinos living in 
Illinois was 
2,178,790. 

Latinos are 17% of 
the state’s total 
population.

American Community Survey 2016 (5-Year Estimates), Social Explorer: Table 14. US Demography 1790 to present, Hispanic or Latino by Race
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Data for 2000 from US Census 2000; data for 2016 from Social Explorer Table 14 derived from American Community (ACS) 2016 5 year estimates 

Between 2000 
and 2016, the 
Latino 
population in 
Illinois grew 
by 40%; 
significantly 
exceeding the 
state’s overall 
population 
growth of 3%. 

Change in the Number of 
People Living In Illinois by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2000-2016
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Number and Percent of 
Latino Population in Illinois 
by County, 2016

7US Census Bureau, American Community 
Survey 2016  (5 year estimate) B03002



The Percent of the Total Population That 
Is Latino and Living in Illinois, Chicago, 
and the Chicagoland Counties, 2000; 2016

US Bureau of the Census. US Census 2000 SF1 DP1, American Community Survey 2016 (5 year estimates) B03002
The Cook County data includes the City of Chicago 

As of 2016, 
approximately 
3 out of 10 
people living in 
Kane County 
are Latino. 
Between 2000 
and 2016, the 
greatest 
growth in 
Latino 
population was 
in Kendall 
County.
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The Percent of the Latino 
Population Living in Illinois by 
Selected Regions, 2000; 2016

US Census 2000, Social Explorer (SE) Table 17. Hispanic Or Latino By Race (SF3) and American Community Survey 2016 (5-Year 
Estimates), Social Explorer: Table 14. Hispanic or Latino by Race

* Does not include Chicago

Chicago
49%*Cook and 

the Collar 
Counties  

43% 

All Other 
Counties 
in Illinois 

8%

Chicago
37%

*Cook and 
the Collar 
Counties

53%

All Other 
Counties 
in Illinois 

10%

2000 2016
Since 2000, the 
majority of Latinos 
living in Illinois 
have resided 
outside of 
Chicago. Between 
2000 and 2016,
the proportion
of the state’s
Latino population 
living in Chicago 
decreased by 
about 24%.
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Number of Latinos in Illinois Who are 
Native Born, Naturalized Citizens, or 
Non-Citizens, 2003; 2017
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Source: https://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/

Between 2003 
and 2017, the 
population 
growth among 
Latinos in 
Illinois was 
driven by 
native born 
Latinos, and 
growth due to 
immigration 
was slowed.
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Percent of Latinos in Illinois Who 
are Native Born, Naturalized 
Citizens, and Non-Citizens, 2017

65%
Native Born

21% 
Naturalized 

Citizen

14%
Not a U.S.

Citizen
98%

Children Under Age of 18

U.S. Citizens

70%

Adults

U.S. Citizens

Source: https://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/state-profiles/state/demographics/IL Accessed 10/30/18 

In Illinois, 
86% Latinos 
are citizens. 
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Percent of Illinois Population That Is 
Latino and Percent of Latino Adults
in Illinois That Are Citizens, 2003
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In 2003,13% 

of Illinois’ 

population 

was Latino 

and 53% of 

Latino adults 

living in 

Illinois were 

US citizens.  
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Percent* Foreign Born 
Persons in Illinois by 
World Region Origin, 2017

Source: https://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/state-profiles/state/demographics/IL Accessed 10/30/18 *Due to rounding, it does not add up to 100%
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Forty-five 
percent of the 
foreign born in 
Illinois come 
from a country 
in Latin 
America and 
30% come 
from an Asian 
country.

13



Percent of Households in Illinois 
with Annual Incomes Greater than 
$75,000 by Race/Ethnicity, 2000; 
2016 

US Census Bureau, 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) P151I and American Community Survey 2016 (1 year estimate) B19001

35%

29%

18%

15%

55%

46%

32%

23%

2000 2016

In 2016, 32% of 
Latino 
households in 
Illinois had 
annual incomes 
greater than 
$75,000. This is  
a 78% increase 
from 2000 and 
the largest 
increase for any 
racial or ethnic 
group.
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Per Capita Income of 
Persons Living in Illinois by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2016

US Bureau of the Census. 2016 American Community Survey (1-year Estimate) B19301

$39,377

$21,512
$18,400

White Black Latino

In 2016 in 
Illinois, 
Latinos had 
the lowest 
per capita 
income of 
any racial 
or ethnic 
group. 
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Percent of the Illinois Population 

Living Below the Federal Poverty 

Level by Race/Ethnicity, 2000; 2016

US Census Bureau 2000 SF3 P159 and American Community Survey 2016 (1 year estimate) Social Explorer Table 126 

In 2016,17% of Latinos 

residing in Illinois lived 

below the federal poverty 

level. Poverty continues 

to increase for all 

racial/ethnic groups. 

16



Latinos’ Percent of 
Buying Power in Illinois, 
2000; 2017

2000

2017

2000 2017

$55 Billion Dollars

$23 Billion Dollars

Between 
2000 and 
2017, the 
buying power 
of Latinos in 
Illinois 
increased by 
140%. 

Selig Center for Economic Growth, Terry College of Business, The University of Georgia, June 2017
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The Number of People Participating 
in Illinois’ Labor Force by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2000; 2016

US Census 2000 SF 3 P150 and American Community Survey 2016 (1 year estimate) B23002
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1,090,865 861,670

364,150

6,668,355

White Latino Black Asian Total
Population

2000 2016
Latinos are 

driving labor 

force growth 

in Illinois. 

Between 

2000 and 

2016, the 

Illinois labor 

force 

increased by 

437,738 or 

7% and the 

Latino labor 

force 

increased by 

437,727 

67%. 
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Percent of the Illinois Population 
Aged 25 and Older with a Bachelors 
Degree or Higher by Race/Ethnicity, 
2000; 2016

US Census Bureau, 2000 SF3 P148, 2016 ACS (1 year estimate) B15002

58%

29%

15%
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65%

38%

22%

14%

2000 2016
In Illinois, 
Latinos have 
the lowest 
percent of 
college 
completion 
for any 
racial or 
ethnic 
group.
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The Number of Latinos Living in Illinois 
Aged 25 and Older with a Bachelors 
Degree or Higher, 2000; 2016

US Census Bureau, 2000 SF3 P148, 2016 ACS (1 year estimate) B15002 20

Between 
2000 and 
2016, the 
number of 
Latinos 
with at 
least a 
college 
degree 
increased 
by 156%.



Growth in Illinois PK-12 
Student Enrollment by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2005; 2016

Between 2005 and 
2016, Illinois’ Latino 
student population 
grew by 44%

The Black student 
population decreased 
by 19%

The White student 
population decreased 
by 14%

49%

17%

5%

26%

3%

57%

21%

4%

18%

1%
2005 2016

2 or More Races

Latino

Asian

Black

White

2004-2005 ISBE District Summary Statistics; 2015-16 ISBE Students Housed by Serving School District Summary 21
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The Percent of Fourth Graders in Illinois 
Whose Reading Scores Were Below Grade 
Level by Race/Ethnicity, 2009; 2015

86% 82%

58%

46%

85%
77%

54%

35%

Fourth Graders Who Scored Below Proficient Reading 
Level By Race (2009, 2015)

2009 2015

White Asian

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Kids Count Data Center, https://bit.ly/2GECJwP 

In 2015, 
just over 
3/4
of Latino 4th

graders in 
Illinois 
scored 
below 
grade level 
in reading. 
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Illinois High School Students Not 
Graduating On time by Race and 
Ethnicity, 2009; 2016
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31%

14%

7%

22%

36%

22%

9%

2%

17%

Black Latino White Asian Total

2009 2016

Source: Population Reference Bureau, Kids Count Data Center, https://bit.ly/2GECJwP
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Since 2009, 
there has been 
improvement 
in graduation 
rates for all 
groups. Yet, in 
2016 nearly 1 
in 4 Latino 
students were 
still not 
graduating 
high school on 
time. 



Change in the Number of  Children In 
Illinois Aged 18 Years and Younger Living 
Below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level 
by Race/Ethnicity, 2007; 2016

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/6726-children-below-200-percent-poverty-by-race?loc=1&loct=2#detailed/2/2-
53/false/870,573,869,36,868,867,133,38,35,18/10,11,9,12,1,13,185/13819,13820

Between 2007 
and 2016, 
Latino 
children 
represented 
the largest 
increase both 
in the number 
and in the 
percent of 
children in 
Illinois living 
below 200% 
of the federal 
poverty level. 

346,000

394,000

352,000

32,000

394,000

358,000

282,000

33,000

Latino

White

Black

Asian

2007 2016

25



In Illinois the Percent of 
Owner Occupied Homes by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2007; 2016
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American Community Survey 2007 and 2016 (1 year estimate) B2500

In Illinois 
between 
2007 and 
2016, every 
racial and 
ethnic group 
had seen a 
decline in the 
percent of 
owner 
occupied 
homes.

26



Illinois Latino Voting 
Data, 2012; 2016
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Between 2012 
and 2016, 
there was an 
increase of 
232,000 votes 
cast by 
Latinos in 
Illinois.

In 2012, 71% 
of registered 
Latinos in 
Illinois voted; 
in 2016, 83% 
of registered 
Latinos in 
Illinois voted.

US Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, November 2012 and November 2016
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Latinos In Illinois

l Latinos are an 
economic asset

l There is a paradox of 
socio-economic trends

l The future of Illinois 
and the future of the 
Latino community are 
intimately intertwined

Photo from front page of Red Eye, May 2, 2006 28



For More Information

Sylvia Puente
Executive Director

spuente@latinopolicyforum.org
312-376-1766 x 224

180 N. Michigan, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601

Special thanks to Carlos Lopez and Noreen Sugrue, Research and Analysis, 
Rebecca Carreno-Galvan, Policy Analyst and Daniela Campos, Designer.

www.LatinoPolicyForum.org

Latino Policy Forum             @LatinoPolicy
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