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THE officiAL 2010 CENSUS NUMBERS ARE OUT, REVEALING A DETAILED PICTURE OF LATINOS IN
ILLINOIS AND THEIR IMPACT ON THE STATE OVER THE LAST DECADE. THIS DATA BRIEF SHEDS LIGHT
ON THAT DATA, AFFIRMING THE CONTRIBUTIONS LATINOS HAVE MADE TO THE VITALITY, GROWTH,
AND SOCIAL FABRIC OF ILLINOIS'—AND CALLING ON ILLINOIS TO EMBRACE THE DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS

REVEALED IN CENSUS DATA, TRANSLATING CHANGE INTO CONTINUED PROGRESS.

The 2010 Census drew official attention to the phenomenon, but it had been a reality since
20042 Latinos are the second largest racial/ethnic group in lllinois. They now account for
nearly 16 percent of the total population, up from 12 percent in 2000 (Table 1). The state’s
Latino population growth of nearly half a million people was greater than the state’s overall
population growth of 411,339.
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With time, Latinos are poised to be
a majority in Illinois: The state’s La-
tino population growth of nearly
half a million people was greater
than the state’s overall population
growth of 411,339 (Table 2). Put an-
other way, Latino growth was equal
to 121 percent of state growth since
2000. Without Latino population
gains during this decade, the lllinois
population would have decreased
by almost 86,000 because of corre-
sponding decreases in White popu-
lations.

While grouped under one name,
this population is a diverse one—
79 percent of lllinois Latinos are
of Mexican origin, while Puerto Ri-
cans, Central Americans, and South
American groups make up sizeable
communities (Table 3). The popu-
lation, notably, is also young: One-
in-four children across lllinois is
now Latino. For children under age
five, that number rises to over 25
percent. By comparison, while the
Latino youth population has surged
by over 30 percent, the non-Latino
child population decreased by over
10 percent.?

For all the much-touted Latino
population growth over the last
decade, the story extends beyond
sheer numbers. Latino population
growth isn't making lllinois’ Latino
communities larger; instead, it's
making all of Illinois more Latino.
The nuance is significant, and our
ability to embrace emerging diver-
sity in once-homogenous commu-

Table [: lllinois Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2010

N= 12,830,632

Mon-Latino Asian QtheeRaces

£52,951

Mon-Latino Black Latino population: 2,027,578
15%

L Latino % of IL population: 16

Latino
16%
2,027,578

Non-Lating White
65%
8,324,628

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum
Note: Percentage total is greater than 100 due to rounding.

Table 2: [llinois Population Change by Race, 2000-2010

497,316
411,339
79% of the Latino increase
187.533 | is from U.S.-born Latinos
= rather than foreign-born
| migrants (2008).
Non-Latino whitelz"s?l
Total MNon-Latino Mon-Latino Latino
Population Black Asian
-227,241

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010 and 2008 ACS |-year estimate, analyzed by the Latino
Policy Forum




Table 3: lllinois Latinos by Subgroup, 2010

Dominican (Dominican

Republic)

5,691

182,989

N=2,027,578

4% 3% i
3
70,000 57,862 L
0%

Mexican
79%
1,602,403

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

nities will determine the quality of
our shared future as one lllinois.

Illinois’ Latino population has tradi-
tionally been synonymous with—
and concentrated in—the City of
Chicago, a point of entry for immi-
grants from Latin American coun-
tries for generations. But the com-
munities that Latinos chose to call
home, much like the demograph-
ics of the entire state, are chang-
ing dramatically: The seven-county
Chicago metro area (including the
City of Chicago) remains the home
of the vast majority of lllinois Lati-
nos—they're 22 percent of the re-

gional population—although the
2010 Census reveals some signifi-
cant shifts in where they reside.

While Latinos account for nearly 30
percent of the population of the
City of Chicago (Table 4), the 2010
Census affirmed the trend noted
in 2004:* Latinos are more likely to
live outside of Chicago than within
the city itself (Table 5). Six in every
10 lllinois Latinos now live outside
of Chicago, with more than 50 per-
cent living in suburban communi-
ties within Cook, DuPage, Kane,
Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will
Counties. Growth within Chicago’s
suburbs has been so significant that
Latinos now account for more than

AT 16% OF THE
POPULATION, LATINOS
ARE THE SECOND-
LARGEST RACIAL/
ETHNIC GROUP IN
ILLINOIS.

LATINOS ACCOUNTED
FOR 121% OF ILLINOIS’
GROWTH OVER THE
LAST DECADE.

ILLINOIS’ LATINO YOUTH
POPULATION HAS

SURGED BY OVER 30%,
WHILE THE NUMBER OF
NON-LATINO CHILDREN
HAS DROPPED BY
NEARLY | 1%.

ONE-IN-FIVE SUBURBAN
CHICAGO RESIDENTS IS
LATINO.

OVER 60% OF ILLINOIS
LATINOS LIVE OUTSIDE
CHICAGO.
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Table 4: Chicago Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2010

N= 2,695,598

Other Races

Non-Latino Asian 2%
5% 44,830
144,903

Latino
29%
778,862

Non-Latino White
32%
854,717

Non-Latino Black
32%
872,286

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

Table 5: Residence of lllinois Latinos, 2010

N=2,027,578
Outside Metro Area

10%
203,969

\\_

Chicago
38%
778,862

Suburbs
52%
1,044,747

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

one-in-five suburban residents, and
over 80 percent of total population
growth in the suburbs.

Suburban population gains, to an
extent, are Chicago’s population
loss: The city’s overall population
has decreased almost seven percent
over the last decade. At a relatively
small three percent growth, Latino
population gains represented one
of Chicago’s only increases. This
modest growth far outpaced the
African American and White change
in Chicago—the populations of
both communities declined.

Despite overall population de-
creases, Chicago remains home to a
significant proportion of the state’s
Latinos, as well as a center for their
political, cultural, and economic
strength. A full 38 percent of lllinois
Latinos live in Chicago, and several
Latino-majority community areas
are among the largest and fastest
growing in the city. After the 2000
Census, there were 12 Latino-ma-
jority community areas; today, a de-
cade later, there are 16. Although
most community areas lost popu-
lation, Latino growth and mobility
contributed to the vitality of both
traditional urban Latino communi-
ties and fast growing areas on the
city’s edges. Current trends suggest
that Chicago’s status as a global city
in the 21st century will be closely
intertwined with its growing Latino
population.

However, current suburban popu-
lation patterns best forecast the



future of lllinois. The proportion of
Latino suburban residents has risen
dramatically (Table 6: Latino pro-
portion and growth in the Chicago
region), to the extent that a major-
ity (52 percent) now resides in the
seven-county metro region outside
of Chicago. The Chicago metro area
ranks sixth in the nation in terms
of the size of its Latino popula-
tion® (Table 7). Fifteen municipali-
ties in Illinois have majority-Latino
populations, including Cicero and
Waukegan, which are among the
state’s 10 largest cities overall (Table
8). Fifty-one lIllinois municipalities
have either 10,000-plus Latinos or
have populations in which Latinos
make up at least 30 percent of the
community. See Appendices 1 and
2 for a visual representation of the
growing Latino community across
Chicago and its seven-county met-
ropolitan region.

Sheer population growth aside,
Latinos’ contributions to the so-
cial, political and economic life of
the state is more significant than
ever. On the electoral level, lllinois
would have lost two congressional
seats instead of one if not for Latino
growth, offsetting population loss-
es in White and African American
communities since 2000.° And at 14
percent of the state’s labor force,’
Latinos are an economic engine: To
date, it is estimated that Latinos in
lllinois represent $44 billion in pur-
chasing power2 a number that will
only rise as young Latinos enter the
workforce in growing numbers.

Table 6: Latino Proportion and Growth in the Chicago Region, 2000 and 2010

2000 m 2010

lllinois 12% 16%
Cook County
DuPage County
Kane County 31%
Kendall County
Lake County

McHenry County

Will County

Chicago 29%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Data Sets, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

LATINOS IN ILLINOIS REPRESENT
$44 BILLION IN PURCHASING
POWER

Photo Credit: Olga Lopez
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Table 7: Largest Latino Metro Areas, 2010

Size Rank Metro area name Latinos, 2010

1 Los Angeles, CA 5,700,862
2 New York, NY 4,327,560
3 Miami, FL 2,312,929
4 Houston, TX 2,099,412
5 Riverside, CA 1,996,402
6 Chicago, IL 1,957,080
7 Dallas, TX 1,752,166
8 Phoenix, AZ 1,235,718
9 San Antonio, TX 1,158,148
10 San Diego, CA 991,348

Source: The Brookings Institution* and U.S.
Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by
the Latino Policy Forum

Latinos’ suburbanization offers a
boon to the entire region: Emerg-
ing Latino populations contribute
greatly to the economicand cultural
vitality of their new communities by
starting new businesses, increasing
the tax base, engaging in the labor
market, and buying homes. As large
numbers of Latinos have moved
west, north, and south, away from
core urban neighborhoods, com-
munities such as Carpentersville,
Waukegan, Aurora, and Elgin have
become important centers of La-
tino settlement.

But rapid suburbanization also pres-
ents challenges, and not just to the
health and vitality of the urban core.
Suburban institutions accustomed
to serving a less diverse community
must strategically consider Latinos
as they address issues of education,
poverty, housing, health, labor,
and transportation in their munici-
palities. As demographic and geo-

Understanding how and what the 2010 Census measures is key to understanding the
analysis and graphics contained in this brief. The decennial census has long been used
to quantify and understand the ever-changing population of the United States. With an
aim to count every person in the country, the census collects basic information such

as number of people per household, age, race, ethnicity, and housing tenure.

However; 2010 marked an important change in the way the census was administered,
with an abbreviated |0-question short form (see Appendix 3) used instead of the

traditional longer form used in 2000 and in previous years.

Over the last decade, questions found in the longer form have been replaced by
an annual American Community Survey (ACS), a nationwide, continuous survey
designed to provide current and reliable demographic, housing, social, and economic
information every year.? The ACS has become the primary source for current, in-
depth demographic information as it measures a wide range of indicators in shorter
time intervals. The number of people surveyed, however, is much smaller than the

decennial census, which draws its data from the entire U.S. population.

Although the ACS has produced much important data about the socioeconomic and
other demographic characteristics of the Latino population, the 2010 Census is crucial.
As was detailed in this brief, the decennial census continues to provide a guidepost by
which to measure trends within a single or across several decades, the best measure of

change—and opportunities for progress—in the United States.

Photo Credit: Olga Lopez



Table 8: Municipalities with the Largest Latino Population by Number, 2010

Geographic area Total- Hispanic or Latino (of Gl
population any race)

llinois 12,830,632 2,027,578 16%
Chicago city 2,695,598 778,862 29%
Aurora city 197,899 81,809 41%
Cicero town 83,891 72,609 87%
Waukegan city 89,078 47,612 53%
Elgin city 108,188 47,121 A44%
Joliet city 147,433 41,042 28%
Berwyn city 56,657 33,676 59%
Rockford city 152,871 24,085 16%
Carpentersville village 37,691 18,877 50%
Bolingbrook village 73,366 17,957 24%

Over 57 percent of all lllinois Latinos live in the 10 municipalities with

the largest Latino population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010, analyzed by the Latino Policy Forum

graphical shifts continue, the state
will depend increasingly on the eco-
nomic health and social integration
of Latinos. Investment in these ar-
eas will contribute to strength and
growth in our state that will benefit
all lllinoisans.

New, compelling Census data pro-
vide an eye-opening picture of cur-
rent and future trends for lllinois.
This new data is useless, however,
unless it is translated into concrete
policy changes that support the
success of Latino families. lllinois
policymakers would be remiss not
to recognize that now more than
ever, the future of lllinois is inter-
twined with the future of its grow-
ing Latino population. But Latinos
must be equally invested in shaping
a shared future—beyond the data,
the embrace of change for progress
must be mutual to be effective.

|.All data comes from the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. Data Set: 2010 Census unless other-
wise noted. References to Latino popula-
tion growth are drawn from both the U.S.
Census Bureau. Data Set: 2000 Census and
U.S. Census Bureau. Data Set: 2010 Census
unless otherwise noted.

2. US. Census 1970-2000 and ACS 2004,
based on six counties, as cited in Institute
for Latino Studies, “The State of Latino Chi-
cago: This is Home Now.”

3. In comparisons between Latino and non-
Latino ethnic and racial groups, “Latino” re-
fers to Hispanic or Latino of any race, while
White, Black (or African-American), and
Asian refer to Non-Hispanic White, Black,
and Asian.

4. See Citation 2.

5.“The New Metro Minority Map: Regional
Shifts in Hispanics, Asians, and Blacks from
Census 2010.” William H. Frey, The Brook-
ings Institution Metropolitan Policy Pro-
gram.

6. Latino Policy Forum analysis of U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau. Data Set: Census, 2010.

7.U.S. Bureau of the Census. 2009 American
Community Survey |-Year Estimate

8. Humphreys, J. The Multicultural Economy
2010.Terry College of Business, Selig Cen-
ter for Economic Growth, The University of
Georgia. 201 1.

9. US. Census Bureau. Data Set: Census,
2010. Retrieved from: http://2010.census.
gov/2010census/about/

The Latino Policy Forum is
the only organization in the
Chicago area that facilitates the
involvement of Latinos at all
levels of public decision-making.
The Forum strives to improve
education outcomes, advocate for
affordable housing, promote just
immigration policies, and engage
diverse sectors of the community.
It does this by conducting analysis
to inform, influence and lead,
all with an understanding that
advancing Latinos advances a
shared future.

Photo Credit: Olga Lopez

7

SOL * NO.2 - OCTOBER 2011



SONILVY1 NO SDILSILVLS (8

76

Rogers Park
West Ridge
Uptown

Lincoln Square
Morth Center
Lake View
Lincaln Park
MNear Morth Side
Edison Park
MNorwood Park
Jefferson Park
Forest Glen
Morth Park
Albany Park
Paortage Park
Irving Park
Dunning
Montclare
Belmont Cragin
Hermosa
Avondale

Logan Square
Humbaoldt Park
West Town
Austin

West Garfield Park
East Garfield Park
Mear West Side
Morth Lawndale
South Lawndale
Lower West Side
Loop

Near South Side
Armour Square
Douglas
Oakland

Fuller Park
Grand Boulevard
Kenwood

Washington Park
Hyde Park
Woodlawn

South Shore
Chatham

Avalon Park
South Chicago
Burnside
Calumet Heights
Roseland
Pullman

South Deering
East Side

West Pullman
Riverdale
Hegewisch
Garfield Ridge
Archer Heights
Brighton Park
McKinley Park
Bridgeport

New City

West Elsdon
Gage Park
Clearing

West Lawn
Chicago Lawn
West Englewood
Englewood
Greater Grand Crossing
Ashburn

Auburn Gresham
Beverly
Washington Heights
Mount Greenwood
Morgan Park
O'Hare
Edgewater

g 2] -
Y -
12445
11 :
3
51 —
H
5
7
l 8|
|25_ - I
. ] |28
. L 33
L
30 o1 s
-

=H

-1
d

m‘u
-

'_';I
e

r f4z=:'§'\

66 | I;E_ }
1 laa— {48
SN

_l—T —ﬁ_(“ 50

1 - 49

al'aeral
54
L —

o

0 1
Percent Latinos

>0% and <16%

>16% and <25%
>25% and <50%
>50% and <75%
>75% and <99%

2 4

6

IMiles
8

Appendix I: Latino Population in Chicago Community Areas, 2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Data Set 2010. Map created by loan Pop & Dorian Pliszka.
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Appendix 3: U.S. Census Bureau 2010 Census Short Form

Unitd St
Cerisus

2010

This is the official form for all the people at this address.
It is quick and easy, and your answers are protected by law.

Use a blue or black pen.
Start here

The Census must count every person living in the United
States on April 1, 2010,

Before you answer Question 1, count the people living in
this house, apartment, or mobile home using our guidelines.

o Gount all peaple, including babies, who live and sleep here
most of the time.
The Census Bureau also conducts counts in institutions
and other places, so:

« Do not count anyone living away either at college or in the
Armed Forces.

« Do not count anyone in a nursing home, jail, prison,
detention facility, etc., on April 1, 2010.

« Leave these peaple off your form, even if they will retum to
live here after they leave college, the nursing home, the
military, jail, etc. Otherwise, they may be counted twice.

The Census must also include people without a permanent
place to stay, so:

o f someone who has no permanent place to stay is staying
here on April 1, 2010, count that person. Otherwise, he or
she may be missed in the census.

1. How many people were living ot staying in this house,
apartment, or mobile home on April 1, 2010?

Number of people =

2. Were there any additional people staying here
April 1, 2010 that you did not include in Question1?
Mark X| all that apply.
Children, such as newborn babies or foster children
Relatives, such as adult children, cousins, o in-laws
Nonrelatives, such as roommates or live-in baby sitiers
People staying here temporarily
No additional people
3. Is this house, apartment, or mobile home —
Mark X' ONE box.
Owned by you or someone in this household with a
mortgage or loan? Inclizde home equity foans.

Owned by you or someone in this household free and
clear (without a mortgage or loan)?

Rented?

Occupied without payment of rent?
What is your telephone number? We may call if we
don't understand an answer.
Area Code + Number

bt

OMB No. 0607-0919-C: Approval Expires 12/31/2011.

Fom D61 (1-152009)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Economics and Statistics Adminisiration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

5. Please provide information for each person living here. Start with a

person living here who owns or rents this house, apartment, or mohile
home. If the owner or renter lives somewhere else, start with any adult
living here. This will be Person 1.

What is Person 1's name? Print name below.

Last Name

First Name MI

. What is Person 1's sex? Mark X| ONE box.

Male Female

. What is Person 1’s age and what is Person 1's date of hirth?

Please report babies as age 0 when-the child is less than 1 year ofd.
Print numbers in boxes.
Age on April 1,2010  Monih.~/ Day Year of birth

=» NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 8 about Hispanic otigin and

Question 9 about race. For this census, Hispanic origins are not races.

8. Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish otigin?

No, not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin
Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

Yes, Puerto Rican

Yes, Cuban

Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Pint g for example,
Argennean, Coobian, Dominican, Niaraquan, Savedoran, paia, and so 1. 7

9. What is Person 1's race? Mark X | one or more boxes.

White
Black, African Am., or Negro
American Indian or Alaska Native — Pt name of enoled or pricpal tibe.

Asian Indian Japanese Native Hawaiian
Chinese Korean Guamanian or Chamorro
Filipino Vietnamese Samoan

Other Pacific Islander — Print
race, for exarpl, Fiian, Tongar,
adsoon. 7

Other Asian — Print race, for
example, Hmong, Laotian, Thaj
Palisteni, Cambodian, and o 0n. 7

Some other race — Print race. )7

10. Does Person 1 sometimes live or stay somewhere else?

No ! Yes— Mark X' all that apply.

In college housing
In the military

At a seasonal
or second residence

For child custody
In jail or prison

In a nursing home
For another reason

= f more people were counted in Question 1, continue with Person 2.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. http://2010.census.gov
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SOL is a series of periodic policy briefs
that combines data with insightful
analysis from the Latino Policy Forum.
The series will provide a unique
snapshot of the growth, influence
and challenges of the local Latino
community, for use by community
leaders, urban planners, elected officials,
journalists, and anyone interested in
building a shared future for all of lllinois.
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